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Judith P. Hoyer Foundation Hosts Celebration in
Honor of Five Yearsof Successin Judy Centers

On Friday, September 23, 2005
the Judith P. Hoyer Foundation
hosted a gathering to celebrate the
five year anniversary of the opening
of Maryland's first of twenty-four
Judy Centers. Congressman Steny
Hoyer and family were joined by
distinguished guests, friends and
Judy Center Partnership members
at the University of MD, University
College Inn and Conference Center
for a late afternoon celebration.
Joining Mr. Hoyer to celebrate this
event were daughters, Susan, Ste-
fany, and Anne, State Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Nancy Gras-
mick, and board members of the
Judith P. Hoyer Foundation.

During the event two Judy Center
Partnerships were awarded $5,000
each to recognize the ‘Most Im-
proved Partnership’, and ‘Most In-
novative Spirit’ in Judy Centers.

Above: Geri Thompson, Queen Anne’'s County
Judy Center Coordinator, Attillio Zarrella,
Families First Play to Learn Center Director
and Dr. Chinnaduraie Davadson, QAC Health
Department, are joined by Susan Taylor
daughter of Congressman Seny Hoyer, and the
late Judith P. Hoyer, and Dr. Nancy Grasmick
after accepting the award for Most Innovative

Soirit.

Above: Members of the Charles County Judy
Center Partnership with Dr. Nancy Grasmick,
Sate Superintendent of Schools, and Susan
Taylor, daughter of Congressman Seny Hoyer
and the late, Judith P. Hoyer, to accept the
award for ‘Most Improved Partnership’.

This was the first of what the foun-
dation hopes to become an annual
affair in honoring the efforts and
accomplishments of Judy Centers
from around the state. Coordina-
tors and staff members from a
number of other Judy Centers
were on hand to support their col-
leagues in this celebration.

The occasion also served to unveil
two recently produced videos
highlighting Judy Centers as the
realization of Judy Hoyer’s vision
to co-locate educational and other
community services for children
and families at schools. The Judy
P. Hoyer Foundation, Inc. was es-
tablished to continue Judy Hoyer’'s
legacy by promoting early child-
hood education and family ser-
vices through “Family Learning
Centers,” which have come to be
known as Judy Centers.
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Judy Hoyer #
dedicated her life to im-
proving the lives of young
children and their fami-
lies. Her legacy contin-
ues because of the work
of the twenty-four Mary-
land Judy Centers that
strive to promote school
readiness through the
development and expan-
sion of collaborative ap-
proaches to the delivery
of high quality, compre-
hensive, full-day, full-year
early child care and edu-
cation programs and
family support services.
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Washington County Family Center Celebrates 10th Y ear

The Washington County Family Center, one of
twenty-five centers in Maryland’s Family Support
Network serving families with infants and toddlers,
and a partnering agency of the Washington County
Judy Center Partnership, opened its doors in 1995.
The Family Center, sponsored locally by the Wash-
ington County Department of Social Services
(WCDSS), offers temporary on-site child care, par-
ent education, developmental screenings for all
children, education services, employment skill de-
velopment, counseling, health education, basic life
skills classes and transportation services.

The Family Center is sustained through strong
community partnerships beginning with its sponsor-
ing agency, WCDSS, and by including the Wash-
ington County Health Department, Washington
County Public Schools, Hagerstown Community
College, the Cooperative Extension Service, among
other agencies. The Washington County Board of
County Commissioners has funded the space for
the location of the Center since 1995.

The Family Center provides services to expectant
parents and families with children under the age of
four years. Most families are between the ages of
15 and 26, and many of them are lowincome or
receive assistance through a variety of social pro-
grams, such as WIC, food stamps, or housing. Most
are in need of good parenting practices, employ-
ment, and self sufficiency skills.

Thus, the mission of the Washington County Family
Center is to empower families to become self-
sufficient through personal achievement, education
and positive par-
enting. The Fam-
ily Center strives
to help families
meet both the fi-
nancial and emo-
tional needs of
the family mem-
bers while pro-
moting a nurtur-
ing, non-violent
home that sup-
ports the healthy
development  of
children.

Dave Engle, Director Washington County
Department of Social Services, Nicole
Houser, Board Chair Department of Social
Services, and County Commissioner Greg
Shook look on as Karen Christof speaks to
friends and guests.

Parents are
assisted as
they manage
competing
demands on
their time
and atten-
tion, and
supported as | =
they strive to
achieve their

Karen Christof, Family Center Director, accepts

educational a plaque from Washington County Commissioner,
goals. Greg Snook, for recognition of 10 years of ser-
The Family  viceto children and familiesin Hagerstown.
Center’s ap-

proach to working with families involves flexibility,
individualized programming, understanding of ado-
lescent thinking, realistic goal setting, and respect
for the role of the parent.

In 2000, Washington County became one of the
first counties to receive a Judith P. Hoyer Early
Care and Education (Judy Center) Grant through
the Maryland State Department of Education. The
Family Center located, in the West End of Hagers-
town convenient to several Title | schools, partici-
pated in the application, planning and implementa-
tion of the original Judy Center grant. Over the past
five years, the Judy Center Partnership, located at
Bester Elementary School, has supported the Fam-
ily Center with funding for a full-time childcare posi-
tion and a part-time case manager. Family literacy,
early childhood education and school readiness, all
key components of a family support center, were
already in place when the concept of the Judy Cen-
ter was introduced. The complementary nature of
the programs made for an easy and natural blend-
ing of the two. As a Judy Center Partner, the Family
Center ensures that families from the Bester Ele-
mentary School area are informed and connected
to all available educational services and programs.
The Family Center is often the first step for families
in the Bester community with very young children
entering the education system.

Approximately twenty-five Bester Elementary
School families receive services through the Fam-
ily Center each year, including adult education
classes for parents with quality on site child care,
parenting education classes, peer support and case
management.
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MSDE’s Accreditation Project Increases Accredited Programs

Aster five years, the Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) revised its guidelines for issu-
ing grants to early childhood programs that are
pursuing state or national accreditation. In 2005,
MSDE updated its standards to incorporate recent
research and state initiatives. It also revised the
grant guidelines to increase the number of pro-
grams receiving funds for program accreditation.
With the upcoming round of solicitation early child-
hood programs, including those, which currently
receive Judith Hoyer Enhancement grants, will
compete for funds issued by July 1, 2006. The Re-
guest for Proposal (RFP) will be issued Friday,
January 6, 2006. A copy may be obtained after
January 6, 2006, online at
www.Marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/division/
child_care or electronically by request from Joyce
Nixon, Early Childhood Accreditation Facilitator,
jnixonl@msde.state.md.us. Applications will be
due by Monday, April 3, 2006.

The Early Childhood Accreditation Project was es-
tablished in August 2000. The task of this project
was to increase the number of early child care and
education programs completing state or national

program accreditation. The project provides
technical assistance, direct support services, and
monetary incentives to programs to improve the
quality of their services in order to meet national or
state program standards.
Maryland has made great strides in increasing the
number of accredited programs. At the onset of
this project 123 center-based, prekindergarten and
kindergarten programs were accredited in the
state of Maryland. At that time, no family providers
were accredited. To date, 350 new center-based,
Head Start, public prekindergarten and
kindergarten programs, and 178 family providers
have completed a state or national accreditation
program.
Accreditation is a process that involves self-
appraisal and validation of a program. The proc-
ess begins with a program team who meets and
completes self appraisal using the evaluation in-
strument, The Standards for Implementing Quality
Early Childhood Programs. Next, the team meets
to ensure that sufficient program improvements
have been made. Finally, trained validators visit
the program to verify the accuracy of the self-
(Continued on page4)

One Man’s Ability Leads To Vision Screenings for Thousands
Of Maryland Children

Bob Johnson’s favorite saying, “Nothing difficult is
ever easy”, is not to be taken lightly considering
that Mr. Johnson has been blind since the age of
eight. A visual impairment that Bob was born with
in his left eye was not discovered until he began
attending kindergarten. An unfortunate misdiagno-
sis, which did not find the Retinoblastoma in Bob’s
right eye lead to his permanent blindness by the
age of eight. Bob spent his school age years as a
resident of the Maryland School for the Blind and
at the City School in Baltimore where the smaller
class sizes helped him to excel. Finding a long
time career in radio, working at three different ra-
dio stations in the Baltimore area, Bob learned that
he had many abilities and talents. Those abilities
and a strong determination served him well. After
his successful career in radio he became involved
in fundraising and charitable work. That is where
Mr. Johnson’s partnership with a number of Judy
Centers began.

For the past two years, Bob Johnson, and the Save
Our Sight Foundation, have helped to fund vision
screenings and follow up interventions for very
young children. Realizing the importance of early
screening, detection, and intervention, Mr. Johnson
set out to save others from suffering the same fate
that caused his blindness.

Since 2004, the Save Our Sight Foundation has
provided a total of $38,246 to Judy Centers in Alle-
gany, Garrett, Worcester, Wicomico and Montgom-
ery Counties. Through other partnerships with local
vision centers and health departments, thousands
of children have benefited by receiving early
screening and detection. The Save Our Sight funds
have helped to provide follow up screening and
services, and in some cases the funds for glasses
when they were needed.

Judy Center Partnerships are thankful for the gen-
erous outreach and contributions made by Bob
Johnson and the Save Our Sight Foundation.



"The most crucial responsibility
of any community is the
- | protection, education and
mentoring of its children."”
B Judith P. Hoyer

Judy Center Contact Information

Allegany County: Beall Elementary School 310.689.8489 Contact: Deb Kolb
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Nancy S. Grasmick,

State Superintendent of Schools
Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., Governor
Maryland State
Department of Education
Early Learning Office
200 W. Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
Phone: 410-767-8182
Fax: 410-333-6229
Contact: Vaerie Kaufmann
Judy Center Partnerships Coordinator
email: valeriek@msde.state.md.us

The Maryland State Department of Educa-
tion does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, sex, age, national origin, relig-
ion, disahility, or sexual orientation in mat-
ters affecting employment or in providing
access to programs. For inquiries related to
department policy, please contact:
Equity Assurance and
Compliance Branch
Maryland Sate
Department of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Phone 410-767-0433;
TTY/TDD 410-333-6442
Fax 410-767-0431

M SDE EARLY LEARNIING OFFICE
WEBSITE
WWW.MDK12.0RG/INSTRUCTION/ENSURE/
READINESS/INDEX.HTML
FIND LoCAL JuDY CENTERS AT:

WWW.MCPS.K12.MD.US/DEPARTMENTS/

JubY CENTERSS/
WWW.JUDYCENTER.ALLCONET.ORG
WWW.CCBOE.COM/JUDY CENTER
WWW.JUDYCENTER.COM
WWW.QACPS.K12.MD.US/JUDY

WWW .FCPS.ORG/ CONTENT/JUDYCENTER.CFM

Baltimore City: Moravia Park 410.361.9785 Contact: Rosalyn Wiley

John Eager Howard 410.398.0284 Contact: Cathy Frazier
Baltimore County: Campfield Early Learning Center 410.887.1266 Contact: Clarice Taylor
Calvert County: Patuxent Elementary 410.535.7836 Contact: Karen Jordan
Caroline County: Federalsburg Elementary 410.754.2467 Contact: Tearesa French
Carroll County: Robert Moton Elementary 410.751.3613 Contact: Susan Mitchell
Cecil County: Holly Hall Elementary/Family Education Center 410.996.5050 Contact: Bobbi Budin
Charles County: Dr. Samuel Mudd 301.893.5619 / Eva Turner Elementary 301.638.3148
Contact: Cheryl DeAtley
Dorchester County Judy Center: 410.901.6072 Contact: Marion Fisher
Frederick County: Waverly Elementary 240.236.8770 Contact: Cathy Perry
Garrett County: Overlook Judy Center 301.334.4211 Contact: Barbara Hornyak
Howard County: Cradlerock School 301.381.9024 Contact: Anne Yenchko
Kent County: H.H.Garnett Elementary 410.810.3903 Contact: Brenda Rose
Montgomery County: Silver Spring Rolling Terrace 301.431.7696 Contact: Andrea Hall-Bell
Gaithersburg: Summit Hall/Rosemont Elementary 301.548.8287 Contact: Martha Monks
Prince George’s County: Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center 301.408.6861 Contact: Risa Gaines
Queen Anne’s County: Grasonville Elementary 410.827.4629 Contact: Geri Thompson
St. Mary's County: Green Holly Elementary 301.863.4065 Contact: Sheila Draper
Talbot County: Easton Elementary 410.820.7468 Contact: Mary Adkins
Washington County: Bester Elementary 301.766.8005 Contact: Trudy Mackrell-Metz
Wicomico County: Pemberton Elementary 410.677.5817 Contact: Katrena Bailey
Worcester County: Snow Hill Elementary 410.632.1155 Contact: Chris Welch

(Continued from page3)

appraisal ratings. A state accreditation decision-making
committee makes the final decision for program accreditation. If
all standards are met, programs are validated for a period of
three years. Programs not meeting all standards are provided
technical assistance to achieve the necessary improvements.
Young learners, parents, and early care and education
programs benefit from national or state accreditation that
provides public recognition of a quality early childhood program
and improved staff credentials. Accreditation implies that
services rendered are beyond the mere licensing and
regulatory requirements, represent the highest quality, and
reflect research-based best practices in early childhood
education.

For more information on how to become accredited by MSDE
contact Joyce Nixon at jnixonl@msde.state.md.us or at (410)
767-0335 to order accreditation materials.



